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characters, from the heroine to the Earl, to keep an American school- 
boy's holiday awake. 



6. — The Federalist. A Commentary on the Constitution of the United 
States. A Collection of Essays, by Alexander Hamilton, Jay 
and Madison. Also, The Continentalist and other Papers, by 
Hamilton. Edited by John C. Hamilton. Philadelphia: J. 
B. Lippincott & Co. 1864. 8vo. pp. clxv., C59, and vi. 

In our last number we noticed at some length Mr. Dawson's new 
edition of the Federalist. We can, therefore, be more brief in our 
remarks on Mr. Hamilton's, which follows hard at its heels. 

Mr. Hamilton retains the arrangement of the essays which was 
adopted in the first collective edition, that of 1788. This seems to have 
had the sanction of Alexander Hamilton, who supplied the publisher 
of that edition with the manuscript of the later papers. As this is the 
order to which all past references have conformed, it seems to be unwise 
to depart from it at this late day, unless there be better reason than 
appears, to suppose that the change was made by an unauthorized hand. 
Mr. Hamilton, we think, has acted judiciously in adhering to it. 

In the present edition we have the revised text furnished by those 
of 1802 and 1810, with the corrections made by Mr. Madison at a 
later date. So, at least, we understand a somewhat obscure statement 
on page xci. Mr. Hamilton has minutely collated his text with that 
of Mr. Dawson, and given the results at the end of his volume. The 
variations are, for the most part, of slight consequence. But the list is 
valuable, if for nothing else, that it shows how little the original work 
has gained or lost by repeated handling. It would have been made 
more valuable, had the various readings been introduced at the bottom 
of the pages to which they belong, and had the collation specifically 
included all the leading editions. Into the comparison of the texts we 
need not now enter. Our preference, taking for granted the proper 
supplementary apparatus, would be for that of the McLeans in 1788. 
But both Mr. Dawson and Mr. Hamilton are against us, and we do not 
press the point. 

The very singular controversy as to the authorship of certain papers 
claimed both by Hamilton and Madison is discussed by the present 
editor at great length, and with no small ingenuity. As to several of 
the papers his arguments are very strong, but it is hard to believe that 
in such a dispute one of the parties must have been wholly right and 
the other wholly wrong. The curious reader will wait with interest for 



1864.] Pomeroy's Introduction to Municipal Law. 299 

Mr. Dawson's second volume, in which the subject (if we rightly inter- 
pret a passage in his " Introduction ") is to be examined. Mr. Hamilton 
insists emphatically on the evidence supplied by the internal character- 
istics of the papers themselves. But it may be that he has not utterly 
exhausted the soil, and that further analysis may yet add something to 
the body of this evidence. Whether the result would be altogether 
confirmatory of his view, we do not undertake to say. Secondary and 
imperfect as such proof must often be, and overstrained as in its appli- 
cation it will be without the nicest touch and the coolest judgment, still, 
in an auxiliary point of view, it cannot be slighted ; and in a case like 
the present, where the declarations of honorable men are irrecon- 
cilable, there is little else to build upon. This sort of evidence cannot, 
indeed, always be definitely set forth, because it is so delicate, and acts 
so much by suggestion and impression. For this reason, we can hardly 
expect that this question of authorship will ever be comfortably dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. Hamilton has increased the value of his edition by prefixing to 
the Federalist proper a series of earlier papers written by his father 
under the title of " The Continentalist." And he has given us in full 
Hamilton's first " Plan of Government," as read by him in the Conven- 
tion at Philadelphia. If with the Articles of Confederation and the Con- 
stitution of the United States we had found the first Constitution of the 
State of New York, which is so often referred to and dwelt upon in the 
Federalist, and is much less accessible than the other two documents, 
the addition would have been welcome and useful. 

This is a very convenient edition for common use. The editor could 
not well have added the historical and other illustrative notes now so 
much needed, without swelling the volume to a cumbrous bulk, or cur- 
tailing his Historical Notice. For the sake of a brief, pithy, unpe- 
dantic commentary, given page by page, in the natural place, his 
readers might perhaps have pardoned a little compression of the intro- 
ductory matter. 



7. — An Introduction to Municipal Law. Designed for General Read- 
ers, and for Students in Colleges and Higher Schools. By John 
Norton Pomeroy, Counsellor at Law. New York : D. Appleton 
& Co. 1864. 8vo. pp. xxxviii. and 544. 

The superlative epithets lavished by a sycophantic criticism on mere 
literature, whether in verse or prose, often have all the effect of irony, 
and, so far from elevating mediocrity in the public esteem, tend to sink 



